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NORTHUMBERLAND COAST & LOWLANDS LEADER

LOCAL ACTION GROUP (LAG) MEETING

Wednesday 26th October, 2011.
LAG Members Attending:
Steve Scoffin, Chair – Northumberland Wildlife Trust

Martin Murphy, Vice Chair – Independent

Jean Orr – Independent

Geoff O’Connell – Independent

Ross Lowrie – Independent

Ross Weddle – Independent

Milburn Douglas – Northumberland County Council

Belinda Fairbairn – NBSL

Alex Wallace – NALC

Richard Waters – Independent

LAG Officer:

Christine Stevenson – LEADER Administration Officer, minutes

Advisory Group:
Tracey Armstrong – Accountable Body

Others:

Tim Kirton – Northumberland County Council

Chris France – Business Link North East
1. Introduction to Seahouses Sport and Community Centre:

Jon Riley from Seahouses Development Trust gave LAG members from Coast & Lowlands an overview of the new facilities and benefits to the community arising from RDPE and LEADER financial support for this project.
2. Welcome & Apologies:

Steve Scoffin, Chair opened LAG meeting at 16:40pm.

Apologies were received from Ivan Hewitt, Adrian Sherwood, Angus Collingwood-Cameron, Kay Yeo, Mel Nichols, Andrew Gooding, Peter Wood and George Scott.
3. Declaration of Interest:

Geoff O’Connell – Item 4 ID: 179 Ford Campsite E.O.I. – Non Pecuniary

4. Ford Campsite Presentation:
Neil White and David McKenzie attended the LAG meeting and gave an informative Power Point presentation followed by a question and answer session.

The project name has changed to “Be a Scout”.  This project has also been presented to the Uplands LAG, awaiting their decision, if both LAG’s agree to progress their applications it will be at a cost of 33.3% each.

The LAG was informed of changes to the Health & Safety compliance rules.

5. Minutes from the LAG meeting held 28th September, 2011:
Page 1 – Accepted

Page 2 – Accepted

Page 3 – Accepted

Page 4 – Accepted

Page 5 – Accepted

6. Matters Arising:
Martin Murphy Item 4 Matters Arising – Reported that Ivan Hewitt had investigated the funding that had been allocated by the Alnwick Town Council and had clarification that it was for a proposed Olympic event coordinator and not the Ford Festival Director being supported under ID: 146 the grant for which should therefore remain unchanged.

Steve Scoffin Item 9 ID: 175 RSPB Farmland Bird Initiative– Reported feedback from RSPB 
7. ID: 121 Alnwick Chamber of Trade Website:
SS – Application is though Technical Appraisal, scored 15/25

G’OC – Who is contractor, are they registered for VAT?

TA – The project costs are inclusive of VAT
MM – Not supportive of project, the TA raises many issues. The cost is £32 per company, feels that the value of project to individual businesses is low

G’OC – Was there another such like project that the Coast & Lowlands have discussed?

MM – In answer to Geoff, this is the same application

BF – Not convinced about the E-Commerce ability request.

G’OC – Still a lot of loose ends, needs answers
AW – Parish Councils allow free access on their websites for businesses

RL – Website as an end would not be useful?

SS – Asked LAG members to consider proposals:-

a) Vote for 

b) Vote against


Martin Murphy – proposes the LAG vote against (b)


Geoff O’Connell – Seconded


LAG Decision was to reject application by 9 votes.


ACTION: Application Not Approved.
8. RDPE Network Event “LEADER: Now and the Future”:
SS – This event will be held on 14/15th November in Birmingham, Steve is unable to attend.

ACTION: LAG members wishing to attend are to contact Christine@leadercoastandlowlands.org.uk
9. RUCANNE Seminar Feedback:

SS – Attending in capacity as Chair of Coast & Lowlands. 

10. North Yorkshire Moors LEADER Local Heritage Conference:
SS – Will be attending this conference with Ivan Hewitt, LEADER Coordinator

RW – Interested in attending

ACTION: LAG members wishing to attend are to contact Christine@leadercoastandlowlands.org.uk  
11. Coordinator’s Report:

SS – Held a meeting with Heather Smith and Tracey Armstrong from the accountable body
TA – Passes out and explained Financial Allocation & Commitments position as of 25th October 2011 and Allocation Reconciliation papers.

G’OC – Requests that the LAG see a breakdown summary sheet of Coast & Lowlands Accruals

ACTION: Tracey Armstrong to bring the Accruals summary sheet to the next LAG meeting.
12. A.O.B:

RL – Raised a question as to whether the Scout Group is a religious group, needs clarification prior to discussing their E.O.I.
G’OC – Has concerns regarding the Wheels to Work programme that Coast & Lowlands approved, where are the vehicles now?

SS – Discussed emails regarding members concerns

RL – Need to take into account all Outputs

CF – Informed the LAG that all Business Link Advisors are finishing, there will be a new RDPE Programme rolling out.

ACTION: Steve Scoffin, Martin Murphy, Andrew Gooding and Ivan Hewitt  to meet and discuss the concerns raised by the LAG.
12a. Staff Exchange Programme:

SS – A European Union funded project to cover Nature Tourism with Estonia

ACTION: Steve Scoffin, Mel Nichols and Ivan Hewitt will meet to discuss this option.

12b. Letter from Robin Mortimer:
SS – Outlined points from letter he received in reply from Robin Mortimer, that the Coast & Lowlands is not considered an Uplands LAG and they are still reviewing the budgets.
13. Date & Time of next LAG Meeting:
The next Coast & Lowlands LAG meeting will be held on Wednesday 30th November at 17:00pm, venue 

Steve Scoffin, Chair closed the LAG meeting at 18:15pm.
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