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	 LEADER EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FORM

GUIDANCE NOTE
	


	1.
	CONTACT DETAILS

	1.3
	This must be someone from your group who knows about your project and can be contacted during office hours.  This is normally the person completing the form.


	2.
	TELL US ABOUT YOUR ORGANISATION / GROUP

	2.2
	We are only able to give grants to formally established organisations. The following types of organisation / group are eligible for funding (depending on the proposed activity): 

· constituted community groups 

· public organisations and agencies 

· partnerships, trusts and non governmental organisations 

· social enterprises 

· collaborative businesses / community organisations (constituted groups) 

· individual businesses
  Indicate which category(s) is applicable to the organisation. 

	2.3
	When did it first start meeting or running activities or projects?

	2.4
	Describe the usual activities/services you provide.  If you are a new group, describe the services/activities you plan to provide. 

State if, and how many, staff your group currently employs and the number of volunteers who are involved in the group’s work on a regular basis.

	2.5
	State yes or no.  If yes please give the VAT registration number.

	
	

	
	


	3.
	TELL US ABOUT THE PROJECT OR ACTIVITIES YOU ARE PLANNING

	3.1
	We are interested in whether your project covers more than one LEADER area. If it does so please provide details of the other LEADER areas covered. We advise that you contact the relevant Coordinators for the other LEADER areas to advise them of your proposed project. NB a project need not necessarily be based within a LEADER area, but it should benefit those within the LEADER area.
More specific information on location(s) from which the project will be delivered is requested in question 3.7 



	3.2
	We cannot give grants for goods/services that you buy or order before the date of your grant offer letter.

	3.3
	Try to be specific about that you will do and how you will do it. Outline the organisation’s experience of running projects funded by grants.

	3.5
3.6                     
	All applications must demonstrate that there is a need for the proposed activity.  In this section describe the problems that your project will address and how you know there is a need for the project.  You may wish to include copies of any relevant research e.g. community appraisals, statistical information or feasibility studies.  Only provide details of problems that are relevant to the proposed project.
Please give estimates of the outputs your project will deliver, for example the number of new jobs created, or number of people benefiting from the new service

	3.7
	Describe who you intend the project to benefit and where the project will operate, please provide a site plan if appropriate.  If it is intended that the project will be delivered across a wide area please try to identify the areas in which activity is likely to be concentrated e.g. on particular estates or in certain villages. 

	3.8
	Identify whether your project will help to address each regional priority theme and provide a description of how your project will address the relevant theme(s). Further information about the priority themes is available in the local development strategy which is available on the LEADER website or from the LEADER Co-ordinator.

	3.9
	Please identify the main target groups for your project - this might be the residents of a geographic community, a group with a shared interest/characteristic or a combination of the two.  Identify who the primary beneficiaries of the project will be, where they live and any characteristics that they have that are relevant to the project. Identify where the beneficiaries will come from. NB a project need not necessarily be based within a LEADER area, but it should benefit those within the LEADER area.

	3.10
	Who will be responsible for running the project.  Will it be one person or a group/sub committee – please provide names.  If another organisation such as the local council is going to manage the project for you, please provide details of who they are and what they will do.

	
	Your project is unlikely to proceed to full application for LEADER funds until it is sufficiently developed. Use the space here to explain what development activities have already been undertaken.

	
	In some cases further development work will be required and LEADER can assist with funding certain costs associated with this, particularly if it will help organisations / groups be in a position to apply to major funding schemes. Use this space to list any further development work needed and state whether this project is seeking support from LEADER for such activity.


	4.
	TELL US ABOUT THE FINANCES YOU ARE SEEKING

	4.1.1
	Please ask your LEADER Co-ordinator for advice if needed.  Provide details of items of expenditure based on quotes/estimates you have obtained.

All expenditure should be quoted net of VAT (i.e. without VAT included).  You must only include the VAT in the relevant box if your organisation is unable to recover it directly from Customs and Excise.  To do this you will be VAT registered.

Capital Expenditure:
Items of equipment which will last for more than one year which cost over £2,500 each.  All expenditure on buildings.

Revenue Expenditure:
Day to day costs for running a building – rent, rates, utility bills.  Salaries and on costs for staff employed.

	4.1.2
	Provide details of any other funding that will directly contribute to the cost of the project.  This may be your own funds, a grant from the Council or another Trust.  You will need to say if the funds are secured i.e. have they been confirmed. Please state whether there are any restrictions on other funding sources – for example funding may have been provided towards a specific element of a building such as the incorporation of renewable energy.


	5.
	SIGNATURE

	5.1
	If you are submitting an electronic copy of this form then it may not be possible to include a signature, however a name and date should still be provided.
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	Supported by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development: Europe investing in rural areas
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